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August Meeting:
Waverley Film Society will meet at Wadham House, 52 Wadham Parade, Mount
Waverley, at 7.40 on Wednesday, 10th of August. Apologies can be left with
Brett on 9807 3426
This month we will screen The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society
(2018).
In the aftermath of World War 2, a writer forms an unexpected link with the
people of Guernsey when she decides to write a book about their experiences
during the war.

Change of Venue—The August screening will be held at Wadham House at 52 Wadham Parade in
Mount Waverley (MEL 61 E2). This arrangement will continue through 2022 because of safety concerns with the church building works.
There is plenty of parking and the venue has very good supper and projection facilities.
See the map on page 2 of this newsletter.
The management recommends the wearing of masks as the meeting room is a confined space.

Last Meeting


27 attended, including 6 visitors (Tom, Kelly, lan and Jenny, Gus and
Dina) We received 4 apologies.



Penguin Bloom was awarded 3.9 stars.



Ann discussed a suggestion for an Australian movie theme for the 2023
program. Members valued the variety in recent programs.



Advertising through council newsletters brought some visitors to the
meeting.

Next Meeting
The film to be screened on Wednesday, September 14th, 2022 is:
The Eagle Huntress (2016).
A thirteen year old girl trains to become the first female in twelve
generations to become an eagle huntress.
Posters are available for posting in community spaces to advertise
the society and the next screening.

THE GUERNSEY LITERARY AND POTATO PEEL PIE SOCIETY
Director

Mike Newell

Novel Mary Ann Schaffer, Annie Barrows
Screenplay Don Roos, Kevin Hood,
Thomas Bezucha,
Cinematography Zac Nicholson
Music Alexandra Harwood

(Reference: www.imdb.com)

Cast includes:
Jessica Brown Findlay Elizabeth McKenna
Tom Courtenay
Eben Ramsey
Michiel Huisman
Dawsey Adams
Lily James
Juliet Ashton
Penelope Wilton
Amelia Maugery

Trivia
 The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society is a historical fictional novel by Mary Ann Shaffer and
Annie Barrows that was published in 2008. The novel is set in 1946 and is composed of letters written
from one character to another.
 Juliet writes under the pen name "Izzy Bickerstaff". This is a reference to "Isaac Bickerstaff", a pen name
first used by Jonathan Swift in 1708 and reused by several other writers since.
 None of the movie is actually shot on Guernsey. Exteriors for Guernsey Island were filmed at The Charterhouse in London, which was also a location used in Downton Abbey (2010).
 Jessica Brown Findlay, Matthew Goode, Lily James, and Dame Penelope Wilton appeared on Downton
Abbey (2010).
Review: Brilliant, Simple and Emotional
(mattrochman January 2021)
There are so many levels on which one can enjoy the curiously titled The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel
Pie Society (2018) that describing the film is a challenge. Like many British period dramas, it has an epic quality in how it reflects on the world as it was in the 1940s. Sumptuously filmed and beautifully acted, it blends
historical insight into a finely-crafted tale of mystery and romance.
Other than history buffs, most people would be unaware that German troops occupied the British Channel
Islands of Guernsey and Jersey in 1940-45. Many Island children were evacuated to England just prior to the
occupation and the invasion encountered virtually no military resistance. Under Nazi rule, many Islanders
were sent to forced labour and concentration camps in Germany and all farm produce was confiscated for
military use. ..................................................................................................
Switching to 1946, we meet Juliet Ashton (Lily James) a successful writer living comfortably in London and
pondering ideas for her next book. .......................... A letter from a member of the Guernsey Literary Society excites her interest and she soon travels to the Island to learn more. ..................................................
This simple plotline understates the multiple sub-stories that are a montage of war-time Guernsey, including
dark themes of Nazi collaboration, the trauma of children separated from families, and uplifting themes
about how literature can bring people together across time and space. The original novel on which the film
is based was framed around letters between Juliet and Society members, so the film's timeframes shift frequently but with seamless continuity. There are several charming exchanges about writers and novels that
you would expect from lovers of literature. The filming aesthetic evokes the era with authenticity, while Lily
James and the ensemble cast are superb.
Some might say that this story is told through a soft-focus lens, mediated through the gentility of Juliet's
privileged life and self-indulgent curiosity about the lives of others. That may be so, but her narrative perspective accentuates the world of difference between war-time London and Guernsey. Without such insights, the story would be just a warm-hearted melodrama. But the film offers much more than that. It is
an engaging detective story, a study of survival under wartime occupation, and a tale of friendship, romance, and love of literature.

